












Jiang Jieshi 
&

Chiang Kai-shek

What is the difference? 



Jiang Jieshi (蒋介石) and Chiang Kai-shek are the exact same 
person - just different romanization systems for writing his 
Chinese name in English!

• Jiang Jieshi = Modern Pinyin romanization (used today, 
especially in academic texts)

• Chiang Kai-shek = Wade-Giles romanization (older system, 
but still very common)



Chinese is written in characters, not Roman letters like English. When we write 
Chinese names in English, we have to convert them - this is called romanization. 
There are two main systems:

Wade-Giles (the old system from the 1800s):

• Kuomintang

• Chiang Kai-shek

• Peking

• Mao Tse-tung

Pinyin (the modern system from the 1950s):

• Guomindang

• Jiang Jieshi

• Beijing

• Mao Zedong



IMPORTANT: Same Thing, Different Spellings!

PEOPLE:

• Chiang Kai-shek = Jiang Jieshi (same person!)

• Mao Tse-tung = Mao Zedong (same person!)

PARTIES:

• Kuomintang = Guomindang = KMT (same party!)

• Chinese Communist Party = CCP

PLACES:

• Peking = Beijing (same city!)



English Meaning Wade-Giles Pinyin

Nationalist Party Kuomintang Guomindang

Communist Party Leader Mao Tse-tung Mao Zedong

Nationalist Leader Chiang Kai-shek Jiang Jieshi

Communist Base Yenan Yan'an

Northern Capital Peking Beijing

Southern Capital Nanking Nanjing

Canton Canton Guangzhou

Long River Yangtze Changjiang







KMT = Kuomintang = Guomindang = 
Nationalist Party

• The party led by Chiang Kai-shek

• Represented nationalist and (nominally) 
democratic ideals

• Controlled most of China before 1949

• Fled to Taiwan in 1949



CCP = Chinese Communist Party = CPC 
(less common)

• The party led by Mao Zedong

• Based on Marxist-Leninist ideology 
adapted to China

• Won the civil war in 1949

• Still governs mainland China today



PRC = People's Republic of 
China

• Communist China 
(mainland)

• Established October 1, 
1949

• Capital: Beijing



ROC = Republic of China

• Nationalist China (now only 
Taiwan)

• Established 1912, now only 
controls Taiwan

• Capital: Taipei (was Nanjing 
on mainland)

























End 
of Lesson 
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